[Introduction of JCTLM activity and recent topics].
The best way to compare laboratory test results is the establishment of common reference systems such as reference materials and procedures throughout the world. Recently, the concept of traceability has become quite familiar, even within the field of laboratory medicine. Traceability is the best tool to realize the comparability of measurements. The Joint Committee for Traceability in Laboratory Medicine (JCTLM) was founded in 2002 in order to establish a traceability system available throughout the world. The activity and recent topics of the JCTLM are introduced briefly in this paper.